Hope and Peace: 

| In Two 
EET TERS: 
The Formera LETTER 


Io a Perſon 
Troubled in Mind; 


ho, (though a Vertuous Lady, yet) 
laboured under great Scrupuloſities, Doubts 
and Fears; and ſome uneaſie degrees of 

Deſperation. 1 


The Other, 
Letter to a PENITENT: 


ho appearing Sincere, and having 
paſs d through the Evangelical Methods of 
5 and Reconciliation, yet remain d 

. 


* ( 


by a Divine, and ſincere Son of the Church 
of England, as by Law Eſtabliſh'd. 


ON DON, Printed by F. L. for H. Bonwicke, 
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My Father, my Redeemer, 
ny Comforter, my God, 
Love, upon my bended Knees, 
from my moſt inſtamed Af. 
long, I bumbly Dedicate this 
E Traci to thee, to thy Glory, 
{thy Love; moſt Paſſionately 
in all e fon | that 
this, or ſome other O ffices 
ch thou ſhalt chooſe for me, or 
ploy me in, 1 may not only 
brifie thee, Love thee, and 
ey thee my ſelf, (which above 
| A 2 all 


all things I defire to do) but m; 
be a means in thy Hand, ay 
by thy Divine Deſignation, thi 

very many of my Chriſtian Br 
thren may do ſo too, before I 
leave Mortality. | 

I defire and e by t 
Treatiſe, (upon which I hum 
beg thy Influence, O Bleſſed d 
rit,) that thou mayeſt be tr 
fear d; and not only fear d, | 
low'd ; and not only low'd, | 
obey d; and by being all of the 
mayſt be glorified; and my B 
2 tr relle, ad 
aſſiſted here, and may be ſa 
in the Day of the Lord Teſl 
Amen, Amen. | 
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My 
A 
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ng 


Mons 


il Prefatory Apology 


þ To all the 
INISTERS 
§ Of the © 


urch of England. 
My dear Brethren and Fathers, 

Am very ſenſible how juſtly 
you may think that my ſet- 
ing Rules, or giving Dire- 
Hons to any of you, (as you 
y think I do in the Fourth 
tion) will need a better De- 


pFoce than I am able to make. 
But 


he 
B 
4 


a 
oj. 


But I make no queſtion of you 
Pardon, when I have aſſure 
yon, that the Prieſt's Part o 
Office is not mentioned ſꝗ (* 
much to be a Direction to an; 
of you, who do fo little nee 
ir, as to the Penitent ; that hi. 
may plainly ſte and know 
what he ought to ſay and do 
and know how he may mo 
piouſly and devoutly' demeat 
himſelf in his Penitential Ad 
dreſſes and Applications to Got 
and You, | when he comes t 
beg your Advice, your Co 
duct and your Abſolution. 
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DEmedies againſt any degrees of Deſperation, 


or an uncomfortable Progreſs in Religion, 


ia the Divine Love.” 


0 „ 4 +3, 2h | IRE 
cal Hit are co tent with a Regenerate 
ERR 17 
30( SE C T. III. 


e may beſt know that our Repentance 
true, and our Sins pardoned. 19 


_ SECT. IV. 5. 

Method | for Holy Confeſſion, 22 
erde 

Remedy againſt entertaining and cheriſhin 


light and unneceſſary Scruples ; or Hain 
rwpmloſity. elfen 1 8 


The Contents. 
SECT. VI. 


| 2 

The buſineſs of my Sixth Head ſhall be 

pag the $4 1 ang d 

„ leſt you ſhoula not ſufficiently beli 

there is a God. And under this He; 

to give you 4 Support for wearineſs 
Temptations. | 


SECT. VIL 1 

Tou are not to be diſpleaſed with your ſelf, | 
Jon are ſometimes dull and heavy; nor to 
vexed and angry, becauſe ſometimes jon 
not find thoſe Pleaſures in Religious Duti 
which you do at other times, or have d 
Former). 


SECT, VIII. 
Two Prayers for Perſons Troubled 
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A Letter to a Penitent, who appearing d 
cere, and having paſs d through the F 
gelical Methods of Peace and Reconciliat 
yet Remain'd Diſſatiaty d. ofe ! 
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1 
LETTER 


TO A 


LADY. 


the Vertuous ad Excellent 
Lady, Madam U. P. 


Honoured Madam, | 

HERE is ſcarce any thing 
fo welcome an Imployment 
to me, as an Opportunity of 


ofe Inſtances wherein I am very 
ke to be ſucceſsful: And I ſhall my 


Jo! receive a great Joy at the re- 


und, if I may diſperſe your unrea- 
ſonable 
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doing my Maſter's Work, in 
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A Letter io 4 Lady 


ſonable Fears, that you may ſerv 


the Lord withgladneſs, Pal. 100. 


and give him a very chearful Obe 


dience (which he ſo much loves) fe 
the remainder of your Life. Thoug 
neither would I give you an unſecur 
Confidence, and a falle Peace. 
Madam, I muſt, by way of I 
troduction to what follows, requel 
you, for the preſent, to lay aſide th 
Norton of abfolute and irreſpecti 
Election and Reprobation; or th 
Opinion of the unconditionate De 
crees of God, ( as tis held by the Me 
of the Presbyterian way) if you ha 
entertained it. 


great 
wha! 


As alſo their Notion of the cel 


tainty of Salvation, ſo as not to loo 


upon it to be a Duty. For (as t 


Life of Bleſs d Biſhop * T aylor truly ſays 
to be certainly perſwaded of our pt 
bell. 13, ſent Condition is not a Dut 


Sometimes it is not poſſible, a 
ſometimes tis better to be other wi 
But yet when a Perſon of yo 


a ; 


Troubled in Mind. 
great Sanctity of Life has confidered - 
what follows, I do not doubt, but 


Jou will receive a great Joy, a chear- 


ful Hope, an humble Confidence, a 


pious Serenity and Tranquillity of 


Mind, and a Religious Peace. 

One of the Eight things following 
(or all of them in ConjunRion ) 
vill, I hope, procure them; which 
ſhall not offer to yon from my own 
Head and Hand only: There ſhall 
tot be very much that ſhall be m 


Yon, beſides the Methodizing and 


Collection of the Particulars.: And 
at too from the greateſt Lumina 
es of this part of the Chriſtian 
Church, whom you may decurely 
ruſt ; and who no ſit in their Orbs 
F Glory, and © ſhine among their 
' Brethren Stars, that in their ſeveral 


Ages gave Light to the World, and 


turn d many Souls to Righteouſ- 
"neſs. 1 71 
I . 


Firſt, I ſhall lay down ſome Re- 
| „ medies 


A Letter to a Lach, . 


medies againſt any degrees of Deſpe 
ration, or an uncomfortable Progre 
in Religion, and the Divine Love. 

Secondly, Shew het Sins are con 
ſiſtent with a Regenerate Eſtate, an: 
what thoſe are that are not. 

III. 

Thirdly, How we may beſt kno 
that our eee is true, and ou 
Sins 5 


IV. 
If at any time you ſhould find 
your Conſcience Troubled with any 
weighty matter, and ſhould delir' 
the Abſolution of a Wiſe and Holz 
Guide of Souls, I fhall give you: 
Form and Method for Holy Confe 
ſion. 


22 v. Dae 

Give you a Remedy againſt en fe, 

tertaining and cheriſhing {light anc 

unneceſſary Scruples, or againſt Scru 
puloſity. 


VI 


. 


Troubled in Mind. 

VI. 
T ſhall endeavour to remove the 
ears you are ſometimes under, leſt 
ou ſhould not ſufficiently believe 
here is a God; and under this Head, 
ye you a ſupport for wearineſs in 
emptations. 

VII. 
That you are not to be diſpleaſed 
vith your ſelf if you are ſometimes 
bland heavy; nor to be vexed and 
ney, becauſe ſometimes you do not 
nd thoſe Pleaſures in Religious Du- 
es, which you do at other times, or 
ave done formerly. 

VIII. 

Leave with you two Prayers fitt- 
for Perſons Troubled in Mind. 
Doe of theſe Eight Things will (I 
enW'2< ) relieve you. 


anc 
cru 


ſpe 


re 
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A Letter to a Lady 


SBS: 
Remedies againſt any degrees « 


Deſperation, or an uncomfort 


table Progreſs in Religion, am 


in the Divine Love. 


1. 


evil and jealous Thought 
of God, as we do of an angry Man 
That he takes all poſſible Advantage 


and Occaſions againſt us to Damn uf 


What diſhonourable Thoughts a. 
theſe of him, whoſe Wiſdom, an 
Mercy, and Goodneſs are infinite 
'Tis impoſſible ( methinks ) did v 
duly conſider what a wondert 
courſe he took to ſave us, what 


ſtupendious Contrivance he laid, tif 


reconcile his Juſtice with his Merc 
to Penitents, by the Death of his Son 
it ſeems, I ſay, impoſſible when the 


things are conſidered with a cloſe an 
pier 


EVER let us entertain ſuc 


— — 


Troubled in Mind. 


jercing Thought, that we ſhould 
e able to have ſuch ſuſpicions of 
im ; of him we love, and of him that 
ok ſuch great care that we might 
fitted tobe loved by him eternally. 
2. If God did ſo much for you be- 
Wire you could beg or ask it, or knew 
gu needed it; what will he not do for 
ou when you ſo paſſionately beg it, 
E that too in the endeariag Name 


f Jeſus ? 
3. If God has yo pleaſure in the death 


age 4 ſinner; nay, if there be joy in 
wen at the Converſion of one, why 


bould we our ſelves make a Diſcord 
that Harmony, and not rejbice with 
em, when we know we deſire and 
ſolve to retain no one known fin 
hatever ? Twas a great Father of 
de Church, a great Sinner, and a 
reat Penitent, that ſaid, Doleat homo 
iſti anus, & de dolore pandeat Let 
e Chriſtian indeed grieve, but then 
t him rejoice that he has done ſo. 

4. Pray conſider, Madam, ſince 
B 4 God 


ON 
he 
an 
er 


: 
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A Letter to a Lady 


God uſes infinite Arts and Inſtr 
ments to reconcile us to himſelt 
ſent his Son to die for us ;his Spirit t 
guide us; his Angels to be our Guai ant 
dians; his Miniſters and Meſſei fe, 
gers to warn and mind us continuall 6. 
of his love to Man- kind; nay, to ta he 
us by the Hand and aſſiſt us and co here 
duct us up to him: can we think othe 
wiſe than that he is infinitely wil 
ing to have us ſaved? Now, ſince ce 
tainly he is deſirous to {ave us, as af 
pears by all this; as allo we are aſſure 
by his Word, by his Oaths, by his ve 
Nature, and Miracles of Mercy; it 
not likefy that he will condemn 
without great provocations of þ 
Majeſty, and perſeverance in the 
5. The Covenant of the Goſpel 

a Covenant of Grace and Mercy, a 
of Repentance zand ſeeing 'twas elt; 
bliſhed with ſo many great Solemn 
ties and Miracles from Heaven, 
muſt ſigniſie a huge and mighty F 
vour ; which it could not be, if _ 
itt 


. 


Troubled in Mind. 


little flip, or frailty,or imperfection, or 
io, did put us out of the Covenant: 
under the Protection of which Cove- 
nant many hundreds of Perſons are 
fe, that fear exceedingly. 

6. In our Baptiſm we entred into 
he Condition of Repentance; and 
therefore it ought to be certain that 
o man deſpair of Pardon, but he that 
hath voluntarily renounced his Bap- 
iſm. He that ſticks to ĩt and ſtill pro—- 
eſſes the Religion, and approves the 
iich, and endeavours to obey God 
nd to do his Duty, this Perſon hath 
ill the veracity of God to aſſure him, 
nd give him confidence, that his 
ale is very hopeful. 

7. Madam, it ſeems you are a- 
raid of your State. Now pray con- 
der, the more you fear, the more 
is plain you hate that ſin that is the 
auſe of it; and therefore ſuch fears 
re good Inſtruments of Crrace, and 
good figns of a future Pardon. 

8. Your Fears and Tremblings 
proceed 


A Letter to a Lach 


proceed from an eager deſire of Grace Yphic 
and a deſire to pleaſe God. Nowſhic 
"tis a certain Rule, That one greatWoiri 
ſign of Grace is a deſire of Grace: Sevi 
that your very Fears give you a grea Or 
cauſe of Joy. 
9. Be pleaſed, Madam, ſeriouſſj 
to conſider, that God in the Ol 
Law, although he made a Covenan 
of perfect Obedience, and did no 
promiſe Pardon at all after great ſins MW 
yet he did give Pardon, and that tc 
the greateſt ſins and ſinners; to Da 
vid, to Manaſſes, to Apoſtacy anc 
Idolatry. And if ſo, O what will hMetict 
pleaſe to do under the Goſpel, wher hits a 
he hath eſtabliſht the wie ſum obe a 
Affairs upon Faith and Repentancehad 
and ſincere (not perfect) Obedience? 
10. There is only one ſin declar 
ed not to be forgiven, the ſin ag ain 
the Holy Ghoſt; which was the ſin o 
the Phariſees, who, as our Saviou 
tells us, Blaſphemed the Holy Ghoſt 
in aſcribing thoſe great Mink: t 
whic! 


Troubled in Mind. 
ce Myhich they ſaw him work, and 
which he really wrought by the 
eat = of God, to the Power of the 
Sac vil. 
ca Or in other words tis thus: By the 
laſphemy ot the Holy Ghoſt muſt be 
\l;MWderitood, according to the Con- 
xt, that of imputing the Operation 
the Spirit in Miracles to the Devil, 
hich is therefore ſo heinous, becauſe 
b an Expreſſion of the greateſt Con- 
mpt of it, and a Bar againſt the be- 
g perſwaded by it. 
As for your full Satisfaction in this 
Wirticular, 'tis certain no man com- 
its a ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, if 
be afraid he hath, and deſires that 
had not: for ſuch Penitential Paſ- 
Ins are againſt the Definition of 
at fin. 
11. All the Exhortations of Scrip- 
e, perſwading Men to Repentance, 
be afflicted, and mourn; to Con- 
bop of ſins and the like, are moſt 
e Teſtimonies of God's pgs 
an 


not Perfection here. Madam, it ma 


Perfect; that is, that you are not a 


A Letter to Lady 


and deſire to forgive us, even whe 
we fall after Baptiſm. 

12. The very Nature and Deſig 
of the Goſpel ſuppoſes ſincerity, an 


be you are troubled that you are nd 


Angel, or one of the Spirits of juſt Me, 
made Perfect; which ſure tis not po 
ſible for you to think you ſhould be 
while you are cloathed upon wit 
this Body; tillthe Curtain be draw 
aſide, and you be admitted to t 
bleſs'd Society of the upper World. 
13. Madam, I know you are 
Perſon that love God; but ſtill yc 
are afraid that your Faith is not ſuqFl.. 
as it ought to be; or you are troub}* 
ed that there are difficulties in Rel 
gion, Whoſe depths you cannot 
thom, and ſome objections which yaſ; 
cannot anſwer ; and you have fi 
quently ſome Doubts and Feaf 
touching your Faith, 


Troublad in Mind. 13 

But there is no doubt but the 
he tender Diſpoſitions, and Pliant Na- Life off 
F res, and Devotional Tempers of __ 1 
"SFeople leſs knowing than your ſelf, ad 5:2.154 


ani make up a greater number in N. l. 9 
| 
| 
4 

| 


Maven, than the ſevere, and wary, 
jd enquiring People, who ſome- 
nes love becauſe they believe, and 
lieve becauſe they can demonſtrate, 
t never believe becauſe they love. 
We cannot think or ſpeak 
00 id thingy of God, if we entertain f 
reaſonable Fears, and evil Suſpi- a | 
ns of the Mercies of the Father — 1 | 
} | 
j 
1 


Lord Jeſus. And he that will not 
nch the ſmoaking Flax, nor - break 
iriſed Reed; that is, will not deal 
gidly but Mercifully with thoſe 
It have fallen; does not tie us to 
tection, and the Laws and Mea- 
s of Heaven upon Earth; Or, as 
ad before, does not require a Per- 
but will graciouſly accept of an 
ungelical and Sincere Obedience. 

3. And pray, let not thoſe two 
Places 


7 
. 
LL, 
4 . 
. 
. . 
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A Letter to a Lady 
Places in the Hebrews, any longWv#e 
hinder the Chearfullneſs of you 
New Obedience; or diſpirit you i O 
your Holy Reſolutions 3 or Diſcoy y 
rage your Repentance, which yqutui 
ſay ſhould be joyfully Sincere a, cc 
Heartily univerſal and Perſeverinſur 
if you were but once {ure that ThCeri 
did not Reach you: As you mach 
from me aſſure your ſelf they don Wit 
I mean, 2 57/ .: Mei 
1. That of Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. Licon 
poſſible for thoſe who were once enlig id C 
ened, and have taſted of the Heaveſſud lc 
Gift, and were made partakers of W(dai) 
Holy Gheſt ; % ſure 

And have taſted the gooa word it at 
God, and the Powers of the Wori Witt 
come, | x lat g. 
- Tf they ſhall fall away, to renew thFuld | 
again unto Repentance &c. Pr 
2. That other place of Heb. n. 
26. For if we ſin wilifully after Thus 
we have received the knowledge of lo th 


Truth, there remaineth. no more Þ you 
| cy 


Troubled in Mind. 
ice for fins. But a certain fearful 


ling for of Judgment, &c. 
Oh how Holy, how watchfull, 
you, ſhould your Life be for the 
mure; how Joytull, ſincere, univer- 
, conſtant and perſevering, ſhould 
ur obedience be could you be but 
certain d, that theſe Texts, did not 
ich your Caſe. 4 
wich what joy, then would you for 
xr go on in all your Holy Duties; 
ii conſtant Devotion, conſtant Alms 
d Charities, conſtant Sacraments: 
d look upon a Temptation with 
dain and Abhorrence. Could you 
ſure of this; how dead would you 
it at your Feet. iP 
wich what Celeftial Care, and 
lat great encouragement, ſay you, 
Wuld you go on ig a Serapbic Pu- 
Probity and Sanctity of Life, 
Jeb. . | | 
ter ¶I Thus you ſometimes ſigh Piously. 
fo this I Anſwer: I do then Aſ- 
yore I you, Madam, once for all, That 
c | they 
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bo 
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1.10 " 


A Letter to a Lady 


they do not in the leaſt belong to th 
Penitent Believer , and Lover of thi 
Lord Jeſus, continuing 1a the Unit 
and Communion, Obedience, an h. 
Peace of his Church. 

For as well the Firſt, of theſe pl: 
ces where *tis ſaid, It is impoſſible f 
thoſe who were once enlightened, If thi 
(ball fall away, &c. 

As the Second of them, where . 
ſaid, If he fin willfully, &c. molt ce 
tainly Signify the obſtinate defectic 
or falling off from Chriſt ; the di 
nying and renouncing of Him, Api 
ſtatizing from Him; or the forſaki! 
Chriſtianity. 

A Thing you are fo far from, t 
I know you can, and I believe yt 
do often ſay to Him with St. Pes 
Lord, thou knoweſt that I Love t 
Madam, I could add more to this P 
poſe, but I ſuppoſe that leſs thant 
duly weighed, would bring to a P@iſted, 
ſon of leſs Sanctity of Life than yq Vork 
ſelf, a cheerful Obedience, a Holy LoWipilai 
and a Religious Peace. SECS. 
Ld] 


Troubled in Mind. 7 7 1 


) thi 124344 

nit ; | 

an hat Sins are conſiſtent with a 
Regenerate E Rate. 


DU becauſe ſome devout Per- 
1 ſons, notwithſtanding all Con- 
derations of the State of Imperfecti- 

n here, are apt to eſtimate their Pi- See Dr. 
by the Meaſures of Perfection and — 
de Life of Angels; I am to aſſure b. 4. 
ou, that ſome fins are conſiſtent or &. 3 
vmpatible with a Regenerate Eſtate, 
d they are theſe : 

1. Sins of Infirmity, 

2. Of | Ignorance, (which may 
Wome under the Head of Infirmity.) 

3. Sins of ſudden Surreption, or 
toſe which we fall into unawares. 

4. Such as by daily Incurſion of 
ſemptations (though conſtantly re- 
Ilted yet) through the length of the 

Fork, and our frailty, and Satan's 
Elance — ate gained Al 


A Lener to u Lay 


All theſe, where the Repentance 
cannot well be particular, are by ge 
neral Repentance (that is, humbling 
our ſelves before God for them, begg 
ing God's Pardon in Chriſt, and laue 
bouring againſt them more diligent i ate 
for the future) reconcileable with Awith 
Regenerate Eſtate: theſe are ſpoteWronr 
but they are ſpots of Sons, thouglWr; 
they be never totally overcome ir 
ES... 
F. Nay further, ſome one wilfu 
AQ of deliberate fin, which we migh@ 
haye reliſted, if it be preſently re 
trated with Contrition and Confe 
ſion, and reinforcing of our Reſolu 
tion and Vigilance againſt it, and { 
not favoured; or indulged unto, ma 
be alſo reconcileable with a Regene 
rate State, ſo far, as not wholly ti 
quench the Spirit of God, to cau 
Spiritual Deſertion, though it 4 and 
grieve that Spirit, waſte, the Conciſ 
ence, wound the Soul, and-provokP? 
TI, ; IC thin 


bi; 4 
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Troubled in Mind. 
ching but hearty Repentance can de- 


ing Temporal Judgment upon us. | 
In ihort, theſe (and theſe only) 
ire unt econcileable with a Regene - 
ate State which are not conſiſtent 
with an loneſt Heart, or facere endeas 
our; particularly theſe two, Hypo- 
my and Cufor of any fen. In all 
winch cafes I do not queſtion but 
jour Conſcience ſpeaks Peace to ycu. 


SECT. Il. 
lum ms may beſt know that our 


Repentance is true, and our 


ſins pardoned. 


I being poſſible that after all 

your Repentance, your Doubts 
and Fears are great touching your 
ardon; I ſhall give you a certain Rule 
by.which you may make a judgment 
noſief the truth ofyour. Repent ance; and tis 
hioibis : C 2 Becauſe 


. 
T | . of "IM 1 


liver us) and commonly bring ſome _ _ 
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P - Becauſethe worſt of Evils, whic 
a 5 . | f . 
ermon of ATE threatned to us, are ſuch whic 


5odly conſign to Hell by perſevering in fin 
ear-P-7%. a5 God takes off our love and our af i 4 


fections, our Relations and Bondagq 
under ſin, juſt in the ſame degree he 
pardons us; becauſe the Puniſhment 
of fin being taken off and pardoned 
there can remain no Guilt. - Guilti 
neſs is an unſignificant word, if there 
be no Obligation to puniſhment. Since 
therefore Spiritual Evilsand Progre 
ſions in ſin; and the Spirit of Repro 
bation and Impenitence, and accur 
ed Habits, and perſeverance in Ini 
quity, are the worſt of Evils ; whe 
theſe are taken off, the fin hath loſt 
its Venom and appendant Curſe : Fo 
ſin paſſes on toeternal Death only b 
the line of Impenitency and it ca 
never carry us to Hell if we Repent 
timely and effectually: In the ſame 
degree therefore that any Man leave 
his fin, juſt in the fame degree he 1s 
. pardoned, and he is ſure of it. 4 
JIU SUD 2 w# = 
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For although curing the Temporal 
evil was the pardon of fins among 
the Jews, yet we muſt reckon our 
Fpardon by curing the Spiritual. If 
l bave' finged againſt God in the 
_ Yſhameful Crime of Luſt, chen God 
hath pardoned my fins; when, upon 
Wy Repentance and Prayets, he hath 


Wirunkenneſs' is forgiven, when I 
have acquired the Grace of Tempe- 
ance and a Sober Spirit / My Cove: 
touſneſs ſhall be no more à damning 
Jia, when I have a loving and chari- 
able Spirit, loving to do good and 
&ſpiſing the World: For every fur- 
ther degree of fin being a nearer ſtep 
o Hell, and by conſequence the worſt 
puniſhment of fin ; it follows inevi- 
Fably, that according as we are put 
Ito a contrary ſtate, ſo are our de- 
Nees of Pardon, and the worſt pu- 
Juichment is already taken off. 


Je leave our ſins, ſo Gods Wrath 
C 3. -=  ._ 


Jiven me the Grace of Chaſtity. My 
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So that the caſe is plain; juſt as 
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ſhall be taken from us; as we get 1 
the Graces contrary to our forme tai 
Vices, fo infallibly we are conſigneq Chur 
to Pardon. If therefore we are i me 
Conteſtation againſt ſin, while won 
dwell in difficulty, and ſometime pili 
yield to ſin, and ſometimes overcomq 
it, our Pardon is uncertain, and if 
not diſcernable ia its Progreſs; bu 
** fin is mortified, and our luſt r it. 

e dead, and under the power offical © 
8 and we are led by the Spirityoul 
all our Fears, concerning our State oſoy, 
Pardon, are cauſeleſs, and afflictiy end 
without reaſon. And now, Madam 
Lam very confident, that all this Di 
courſe can ſpeak norhing le to oy nean 


1 Ne | - it 
10 8 

4 E C 1. IV. Th 

4 Method for Holy Conf Fr 2on. ** 
Madam, lent 


Am far from preſſing this upo 


you, with Arguments of a 4 
11 


* 
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tained without it, as thoſe of the 
Church of Rome do. But tis certain 
ic me Pious Perſons have found great 

Monſolation, and Serenity, and Tran- 
Nrility, and Peace of Mind from a 
Net n/e Fit: Others there are that 
i ould make uſe of it if they knew 
ow ; or, had a Rule and Method 
Worict. And 'tis certain there is a great 
eal of Piety and Safety in it; and it 
yould leave an unknown Peace, and 
oy, and Relief behind it to ſome 
ender and Devout Temper s. 
But I ſhall only give a Rule or 
ay for doing it, and I do by no 
| 3 it upon you as of abſolute 
nd indiſpenſible neceſſity to Pardon 
and Salvation. 
This only I ſay, That if ever you 
ould think fit, to unload any weigh- 
y butthen of Conſcience, to a Pru- 
tent and Holy Guide of Souls, and 
kfire his Abſolution ; it may be done 
$ follows. 
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iy for it, as if no Salvation could be 
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_ Suppoſing then that a day or tuq 
before your Private Penitential Hy 
miliations in your Cloſet be over; ic 
a Feſting-day, (or part of a day kepſe hi 
for that purpoſe ) when you comarts 
into the Church, or Chappel, oMirit 
Room where you appoint, to meeſſee, a 
the Miniſter, you are to kneel domnfme 
as making your Confeſſion to G0. 
more than to him. 
When you are upon your knees 
before your Confeſſion, the MiniſteWith n 
wall, very likely, pray with you, an allt 
for you, in ſome ſuch ſhort, but ed m 
celent Prayers as theſe : 
4 © 1 | Miniſters -. ur (i 
Revent us, O Lord, in all ouretct 
$ doings, with thy moſt gracioued oi 
favour, and further us with thy con 
tinual help, that inall our works be 
gun, continued and ended in thee 
we may glorifie thy holy Name, and 
finally by thy mercy obtain everlaſtiſe, Pa 
ing life, through Jeſus Chriſt ouſeclea 
Lord. Amen. 7 


12 
Li 
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Lmighty God, unto, whom all 
hearts be open, all deſires 
dos, and from whom no ſecrets 
e hid; Cleanſe the thoughts of our 
Warts by the Inſpiration of thy holy 
irit, that we may perfectly love 
ee, and worthily magnifie thy holy 
ame, through Chriſt our Lord. 
en. N . 
\ Lmighty and everlaſting God, 
who hateth nothiog that he 
ith made, and doth forgive the (fins 
fall chem that are Penitent, create 
d make in you a new and contrite 
art, that you worthily lamenting 
ur fins, and acknowledging your 
retchedneſs, may obtain of him, the 
0d of all Mercy, Perfect Remiſſion 
d Forgiveneſs, through Jeſus 
hriſt our Lord. Amen. 1 
Rant, we beſeech thee, merci- 
ful Lord, to thy faithful Peo- 
e Pardon and Peace, that they may 
cleanſed from all their ſins, and 
ive thee with a quiet mind, through 
Jeſus 
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26 A Leuer to a Lady 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
When the Miniſter has thus, or in lil 
manner, prayed for you, I would aſnce 
viſe you, being ſtill upon your kneeWe b 
to have your Common-Pr ajyer-Bodſave 
BY $9 and in it a written Paper, co 
Naining 4 Catalogue or Note of tho 
things that moſt burt hen you, (f 
I know you can read and write.) 
All things being thus prepared, ſay friffale. 
© this general Confeſſion, thus: 

75 Penitent. 

Y N the Name of the Father, oft 
1 Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Amen. oa a, 


"A. Lmighty God, Father of off 


Lord Jeſus Chrift, Maker 
all things, Judge of all Men ; I a 
knowledge and bewail my manito 
ſins and wickedneſs, which | fro 
time to time moſt grievoully ha 
committed, by thought, word a 
deed, againſt thy Divine Majelt 
provoking moſt juſtly thy Wrath a to; 
Indignation againſt me. I do earneſſ have 


Troubled in Mind. . ay 
repent, and am heartily ſorry for 
1: my miſdoings. The remembe- 
dc of them is grievous unto me; 
he: burthen of them is intolerable. 
we mercy upon me, have mercy 
pn me, moſt merciful rare 
Son our Lord ſeſus Chrift's ſake, 
give me all that is paſt ; and grant 
it I may ever hereafter ſerve and 
aſe thee in newneſs of life, to the 
nour and glory of thy Name, 
rough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
Ore particularly, I confeſs to 
Almighty God, and to you 
' Ghoſtly Father, That I have 
Wicvoully offended God, through my 
lt, my exceeding great fault by the 
of * but Iaccuſe, and judge, * Here 
I condemn my felt ; God be mer- Sia 
to me a ſinner. . 

Prieſt. 


©; OB CR Bee” CEP, 


Amen. 

jeltFE Confeſs to Almighty God, and 

b all to you my Ghoſtly Father, That 

rnelß ave frequently ' offended God, 
| | through 


—— 
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through my fault,my excecding gre 
fault, by the Sin of * but I. 

cuſe, I judge, Iſhame, I condemnn 


ſelf; God be merciful to me a ſinnt 
3 1 


men. 
077 if any Perſon have been at 0 on 
ſion before, then he may ſpeak th 
Confeſs to Almighty God, a 
to you my Ghoſtly Father, F | 
[ fince my laſt Confeſſion ] I have @ 


fended God, through my fault, M. 
exceeding great fault, by the Sin 
* —— but accuſe, I judge, I cf! 
demn my ſelf; God be merciful Em 
me a ſinner. 8 
Prieſt. Up 
Amen. | | 


Ame 
And 
ye o 
om] 


| When the Perſon after this manner, 
mentioned the ſins, that moſt burt 
and grieve the C on, cience, he ſpoula / 
up all iu theſe or the like words. Io 

E theſe; and all tendencies Hi et 

theſe, or to any ſins whateveſ a 
Ota all Recelſions from my Baptiſaf 


Purt 


"Ty 
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is of my Repentances, particular- 
Wof this my Comfeſſion; Of all my 
ul or irregular Thoughts, Words, 
Actions, known or ſecret ; all my 
rors, whether of Faith or Life, [ * 
Doctrine if you are 4 Mipiſter. |] 
|. Violations of my Duty to God, 


1 ſelf, or Neighbour, whether of 
1 iſſion or Commiſhon, whatſoever 
120 are, or whatſoever they are Re- 


tered, whether in my own Con- 
ence, or in any Record that may 
proved againſt me in the Day of 
lement ; I accuſe, and judge, and 
me and condemn my ſelf for them 
God be merciful to me a ſinner. 
| Prieſt. 5 
Amen. f 1 
And as I am heartily ſorry for the 
Ne of God, for having diſobeyed 
ompaſſionate Father, a Crucified 
iter, and grieved the Holy Spirit; 
las I heartily purpoſe, by Diviae 
- Wtance, a Life of ſuture Love and 
Obedi- 


3 
rity and Innocence, of all the De- 
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30 A Leiter io 4 Lach 
Obedience; ſo I pant, I ſigh, I1la&6; 
guiſh for his Pardoning Mercy, ac, 
his Grace, and earneſtly beg yoſſh 
Prayers for me, your Abſolution. 
Whew you who are the Penitent have 
ſincerity of heart ſaid this, the Mi fi 
fer ( you will find) will Pray 
you, and Abſolve you in this ( or 
like ) manner following. ſo 
| Miniſter. U be 
Lord, we beſeech thee, mi forę 


| cifully hear our Prayers, his. 
ſpare all thoſe, ho confeſs their ¶Molve 
untothee, that they whoſe Conlcihme . 
ces by ſin are accuſed, by thy mend of 
ful Pardon may be Abſol ved, thro 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
Lmighty God our heave } N 
Father, who of his great C 
cy hath promiſed forgiveneſs of © mer 
to all them that with hearty Rep of t 
tance and true Faith, turn unto hiÞÞu re: 
have mere upon you, pardon Fn th 
deliver you from all your fins, q ſerv. 
firm and ſtrengthen you in ali goth p 
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{, and bring you. to e 
2 through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
oven 

a en the Miniſter laying his right hand 
we an your head Abſolves you ( if he ſee 
. fs ) thus: 

y UR Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, who 
or hath left power to his Church 
ibſolve all ſinners who truly repent 
believe in him, of his great mer- 
m torgive thee thine offences; and 
bis Authority committed to me, l 
ir ¶Nolve thee from all thy ſins, In the 
lei me of the Father, and of the Son, 


1 


mei of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 


Io 
1. 

Ave 
at 


Prie ſt. 
The Collect. | 
Moſt merciful God, who ac- 
cording to the multitude of 
of i mercies, doſt ſo put away the 
Rep of thoſe who truly repent, that 
o hiju remembereſt them no more; 
on Nen thine eye of mercy upon this 
5, oF ſervant, who moſt earneltly de- 


165 th pardon and forgiveneſs. Re- 
new 


- a — 
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new in him (moſt loving Father ,, 
whatſoever bath been decayed by ti 
fraud and malice of the Devil, orb 
his own carnal will and frailneſ 
preſerve and continue him in the un Th 
ty of the Church; conſider hi co one 
trition, and accept hi tears. AnfGive 
foraſmuch as he putteth i full tru And 
only in thy mercy, impute not to hi ſorg 
his former fins ; but rengthen hj And 
with thy bleſſed Spirit, and receiWut | 
him into thy favour, through the 

rits of thy moſt dearly beloved 80 Z 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. offen 
Mini ſter. good 

Lord have mercy upon us. the b 
Penitent. railt 

Chriſt, have mercy upon us. 0 he: 
Miniſter. lake, 


Lord, have mercy upon us. ¶ Ame⸗ 
Penitent. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. A 


Minifter. hear 
; Loed, Hear our Prayer.” give! 
" Penitent. krve 
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the And let our cry come unto thee. 
tig Miniſter. 
or UR Father, which art in hea- 
ne; ven, Hallowed be thy Name. 
; unEThy kingdom come. Thy will be 
' colfflone in earth, As it is in heaven. 
 ArGive us this day our daily bread. 
 truYAnd forgive us our treſpaſſes, As we 
oH orgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
n And lead us not into temptation ; 
eceiſh ut deliver us from evil. Amen. 
e Lord, J beſeech thee, ab- 
180 ſolve this thy ſervant from his 
offences, that through thy bountiful 
goodneſs he may be delivered from 
the bands of thoſe ſins which by hi 
railty he has committed; Grant this, 
O heavenly Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
lake, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 
Lmighty and everlaſting God, 
A who is always more ready to 
hear than we to pray, and is wont to 
give more than either we defire or de- 
krve; pour down upon you the a- 
D bundance 
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bundance of his mercy; forgivin 


you thoſe things whereof your Co 
ſcience is afraid, and giving yo 


thoſe good things which you are n gio. 

worthy to ask, but through the memo! 
rits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt ol / 

Lord. Amen. be 2 

ORD, I beſeech thee, grad on, 

this thy ſervant grace to with ule 

1. the temptations of the World exp 

the Fleſh, and the Devil, and wit Th 

-a pure heart and mind to follow the ore 
the only God, through Jeſus Chriffſ anc 

our Lord. Amen. me 

Almighty Lord, and everlaſt ſay 

ing God, vouchſafe, we beit 


ſeech thee, to direct, ſanctifie, an 
govern both our hearts and bodies ii (fo 
the ways of thy laws, and in th ne! 
works of thy commandments, tha tw 

through thy moſt mighty protection me 

both here and ever, we may be pre {he 
ſerved in body and foul, through ou an 

Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chnift. 
Aren. 
685. TH 
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HE Lord bleſs you and keep 
you; the Lord lift up the light 
of his countenance upon you, and 


give you Peace, now and for ever- 


more. Amen. 

Although this, Madam, would 
de a good Method for Holy Confeſſi- 
on, and ſuch as I my ſelf have made 
uſe of; and have found, by my own 
experience, the reſult of it to be this: 
That it leaves Peace, and Joy and a 
great Tranquility of Mind behind it ; 
and to be a wonderful incourape- 
ment to a good life : yet I muſt again 


ſay, I do not urge it upon you, as if 


it were of ſuch moment, that Salva- 
tion could not be attained without it ; 
(for I doubt not, but that the buſi- 
neſs may be acceptably tranſacted be- 
tween God and the Soul alone) but I 
mention theſe Directions, if ever you 
{houldthink fit to try what that Peace 
and Joy, that ſedate and cornfortable 


frame of Soul is, which it would 1 


leave behind it. 1 1 
D 2 SECT. 
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SECT. v. 


A Remedy againſt entertaining 


and cheriſbing ſlight and un- 
neceſſary Scruples ; or, againſt 

Scrupuloſuy. 
5 | Is very poſſible, Madam, that 
a Perſon of your Tendernels 
of Conſciencemay (and I believe you 
ſometimes do) give way to ſome 
needleſs Scruples, whereby they are 
apt exceedingly to increaſe upon 

you. 

If this be your caſe, then be plea- 
{ed to conſider theſe expreſs words of 
dane - moſt Judicious Biſhop * Sander- 
= erſc ſon's on | 
1 _ What is to be done (ſays he) 
pie” * when the Conſcience is Scrupulous!f 
4Ic« all that a Scruple, when a Man is 
* reaſonably well perſwaded of the 
* lawfulneſs of a thing, yet hath with- 
= ſome . and fears leaſt 5 
aps 
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haps it ſhould prove anlamful. 

Such Scruples are moſt incident 
to Men of Melancholy Diſpoſitions, 
ing of Timorous Spirits ; eſpecially 
if they be tender Conſcienced with- 
al; and they are much increaſed by 
inſti ſalſe Suggeſtions of Satan, by read- 

ing the Books, or hearing the Ser- 
that mons, or frequenting the company 
neſof Men more ſtrict, preciſe, and 
youllzuſtere in ſundry Points, than they 
mel need or ought to be; and by ſun- 
arel dry other means which I now men- 
pon ton not. 

Of which Scruples it behooveth 
lea every Man, Firſt, to be very wary 
s off that he do not at all admit them, if 
Jer. be can chuſe; or if he cannot 

'wholly avoid them, that, Secondly, 
je) Nhe endeavour, fo far as may be, to 
% ge them ſpeedily out of his 
1 is thoughts, as Satan's ſnares, and 
the [things that may breed him worſer 
h. | inconveniences: Or if he cannot be 
er- ſo rid of them, then, Thirdly, he 
zps D 3 * reſolve 
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© reſolve to go on according to the 
© more profitable Perſwaſion of his 


Mind, and deſpiſe thoſe Scruples, i 


© And this he may do with a good 


© Conſcience, not only in things com. 
manded him by lawful Authority, 


but even in things indifferent and ar. 


* bitrary, and wherein he is left to 


his own liberty. 


Theſe are the very words of that 


excellent Prelate. 


Sometimes, it ſcems, your Doubts 


and Scruples are of another fort. 


You find fo many Religions, or ra- 
ther Differences of Opinion about Re- 
ligion, in the World, and efpecially 
in this our Kingdom, that you fome- 


times waver, and do not only 
doubt whether it be beſt to continue 
a Member of this excellent Church in 
which. you received your Baptiſm ; 
but if you fhould' deſert us, you 
know not where to fix. 


Madam, 


V 


ous ] 
reaſo! 
inde 


and | 


the 
his 


les. 


ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in an. 
dis preſent World: Or if you will 
hve it in other words, reſolve with 
jour {elf not to do that thing, what- 
er come of it, that you cannot an- 


wer to God, and your own Conſci- 


nce ; and do every thing within your 


power, that may approve and recom- 


end you to both; and thence for- 
yard fear not a day of Judgment. 
ind for doing this, you have as great 


dvantages in your Mother Church, 
5 you will meet with any where in 


he World beſide. 
There is beſides, a fort of Scrupu- 


ous Divinity, which, I have ſome 
reaſon to believe, has been apt to 
hinder your Tranquility of Mind, 
and brought you ſome Diſquiet. 


D 4 * It 
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Madam, in anſwer to this, * III * Second | 
ll you a Religion that all the World —— EY 


hall agree in, and my Soul for yours, Confe- 
jou ſhaſl be ſafe if you will comply ne, 


1 R : . 211. 8B 
ith it. It is no more but this: Live Pr. G I 
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＋ 5. kt is aſſerted by ſome Caſuiſts 
That in things certain and indiſputa 
ble, it is a Man's duty to do tha 

which is beſt of the kind ; and in un 

certain and controverted caſes, t. 

take the ſurer fide, 

Now it theſe things were laic 

down as prudential Advices only, t 

direct a Man which way to incline 
himſelf, they were very uſeful; bu 

to make them expreſs meaſures 0 

Duty, is to make more laws tha 

N God hath made, and condemn more 
| things for ſin, than he condemns 
RS and therefore muſt needs imbroil the 
| Conſciences of Men. For ſuppoſe 
Prayer be better than Secular buſineſs 
then upon this Principle I muſt turr 
Euchite, and ſpend all my time in De 
votion. Suppoſe there be fewe 
Temptations in a Monaſtick Life 
than in common Converſation, then 
every one that 1s careful of his Soul, 
muſt retire into a Cloyſter. If there 
be difficulties attending * 
: LEY -- cM 
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liſtghad publick Imployment, then I 
utainulſt fold up my Arms, and do no- 
thaſhhing but go into my Cell, and pray 
1 unfſod to mend the World, though I 
„ tn call'd to the other. If bodily Ex- 
riſes and Games have ſome Snares 
MF them, I muſt allow my ſelf no 
kecreations; nay, I ſhall be put 
inFndleſly and anxiouſly ro diſpute, 
yhether it he better to give a poor 
an two-pence, or a ſhilling, or five 
billings, &'c. Whether ſhall pray 
free times a day, or ſeven times a 
ay; whether an hour, or two 
Fours. And indeed every thing I go 
out, will afford inextricable diffi- 
ulties, upon theſe Principles 
rouble your ſelf no further than to 
e every day well, and to be ſure to 
elo nothing you cannot anſwer; be 
ways getting ground, and growing 
tter and better; as near as you can, 


kn comfortably await God's _ 
ut 
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But poſſibly your Scruples and dio 
Doubts, and Fears ariſe from othedhd t 
Grounds. r tl 
Some honeſt and well meaningWt t 
but timorous, Perſons, not thinking nits 
it ſufficient for their ſecurity, tha 
neither the Law of Nature, nor ani 
expreſs Divine or Humane Law di 
allow their Actions, are afraid o 
their own Shadows, and ſuſpect (inf 
and danger, they know not why no 
whence. Now would fuch Perſon 
be induced to conſider, that /awfulſk 
and unlawful are Relative Terms. 
and reſpe& ſome definite Rule 0 
other, which muſt determine an 
Action to be this or that; that Goc 
is well pleaſed that his laws be obſer 
ved, and is not fo ſevere and rigide 
to oblige usnegatively ; that is, tha 
we {hall do nothing but what hg 
commands; that there is a greaWlltak 
Field of Liberty between expreſs {iron 
and expreſs Duty, and in that wo; 1 


_ walk without offence; that l 
Action 


Los he. 
bas gh 
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tions are good within that ſcope, 
though ſome may be much het 
r than others, yet none are evil 
t touch not upon the bounds and 
ies of Law : If, I fay, theſe 
ings were conlidered, theſe honeſt 
nds would be undeceived, 

If none of the foregoing Confide- 
ions will abate your Scrupuloſity, 
en I would, by all means, adviſe 
u, to make known your Doubts 
d Fears, to ſome judicious, Diſ- 
et and Devout Miniſter of Religi- 
But here, I know, new Doubts 
Il ſtart up, Madam, whether you 
y ſafely acquieſce in his Judgment 
Determination? Whether he do 
t ſpeak for Favour and Affection, 
| whether the Caſe and State of 
ur Soul be not worſe than he takes 
obe? And you'll always fear he is 
taken. But ſuppoſing he be a 
ron ſo qualified as I have mentio- 
d; then take the words of Biſhop 
wor, and that Seraphick Now 

WI 
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will tell you, That you not onlfi 

may, but ought to acquieſce in h 
Taylor. Determination. © He that 
* and. **troubled with Scruples, ought to ri 
6.Rul. 3.  Iy upon the Judgment of a Prude 

„Guide. 

- _ And that the Sentence and Arb 
1. Ch. 4. trament of a Prudent and Goo 
Rul. 13. Man, though it be of it ſelf but pre 
. bable, yet is more than a probabl 
warranty to Actions other wiſe u 


deter minable. 
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ak SECT. VI. 


. 
[Ore 
Ide 


he buſineſs of my Sixth Head 
ſhall be to remove the Fears you 
are ſometimes under, left you 


ſhould not ſufficiently believe 
there is a God, And under this 
Head, to give you 4 Support 
for wearineſs in Temptations. 
Madam, | 
OU do ſometimes tell me, 
That you do not know whether 
tre be a God, and that you are in 
dark about it. 
But, I am ſure, you do moſt firmly 
Neve it: and that's enough in this 
Fur preſent State and Condition. I 
ow you keep moſt ſtrictly and con- 
ntly to your Duties; which ſhews 
a you cannot poſſibly doubt of the 
ig of a God. You plainly ſhew 
ur Faith (the truth of which you 
ſome- 
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| ſometimes doubt of )by your Obewil 
ence, which is the beſt way of ſhe For 
ing it in the whole World. on 
Ay, but how glad ſhould youſghoi 
(ſay you) could you have but q ou 
glimpſe of him here in this life? a T 
a Revelation (though but for a Wart 
tle time) of his Glories. or 
Madam, for many reaſons tis 
fit we ſhould deſire it; nay, tis illi 
for us we ſhould be without it hu 
This would deſtroy one great DHM 
of our Religion, which is Fur 
For it would be no longer Fog!) 
then, but Viſion, or Beholding: Fre ( 
how ſhould we then be crownec 
rewarded for our believing, w 
e could not poſſibly chuſe but 
lieve? How is it poſſible we ei 
have any Title to that Bleſſing wi 
our Saviour ſpeaks of? Bleſſed 
they which have not ſeen, and yet 
believed, St. John 20. 29. 
And would you willingly loſegeltBu 
Rewards of your Faith? Would Wt we 
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Obel willingly be no longer a Believer ? 
ſhe fror *ris certain you would then no 
onger be a Believer, but a Beholder, 
youſbould God manifeſt his Glories to 
ut ou here in this Life. 21 
e? To behold him will be one great 
r.a Hart of our Reward in the other 
World : But this you would willing- 
have here: that is, you would 


tis 


tis Ryillingly have your Reward before 


it hu have done your Work. You 
yould be recompenſed long before 
our Day be over. You would wil- 
ngly be admitted to enjoyment be- 
Ire God ſees that you have been long 
wied nough a Believer. 

A firm Believer I know you are, 
45 I before told you) by the conſtan- 
of your Obedience. You believe 
tmly there is a God: for otherwiſe 
bo ſhould make the firſt Man? *Tis 
rain nothing can produce it ſelf. 
sou cannot poſſibly think that the 
ole Bullock, Horſe, or Sheep that e- 
ould er was, could ariſe out of che _ ; 

or 
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by an infinite Power. 


or in many hundred Years beſo 


ther by chance? or that it ſho bed 
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for if it were ſo heretofore at aul ne 
time, why do we not ſometimes . to 


it to be ſo now? The firſt Man, (all 
ſay ) the firſt Beaſt, the firſt Fon N to 
the Air; none of theſe ſurely coul 
produce themſelves, or riſe out . 
the Earth by chance; for if they dP"! 
formerly, tis certain they would of t 
fo ſtill ; and we ſhould ſee or hear 
it daily. But becauſe tis certain th 
no Man ever did ſee, or hear of, 
believe ſuch a thing ; *cis very pla 
and evident, they mult be produ 


Lou do plainly find that it can 
ver be any Humane Art or Po 
that carries about the Sun ſo exact 
that it has not varied one Minute 
its Courſe ſince you can rememb 17 

n 
When you ſee a Clock or Wat 
though you never ſaw the Maker For, 
it, yet can you ever think thatF* Y* 
made it ſelf, or that it came ſo to ur 


_ mo 
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move ſo orderly without ſome Hand 
co frame and ſet it; You know, that 
all the World could not perſwade you 
to believe ſuch a thing, 
And tis altogether as impoſſible 
you ſhould doubt, whether the Fa- 
brick of the World, and the Motion 
114 Jof the Sun (as well as Moon and Stars) 
were at firſt made, and be now guided 
by an unerring Hand. 
Madam, I muſt tell you, That 
your very fears, left you do not ſuffi- 
cently believe there is a God, are a 
plain ſign that you do firmly believe 
him to be. For theſe Fears proceed 
from an awful regard of him. Tis 
hat awful regard of him that makes 
you afraid to offend. him, by not 
Siufficiently believing. 
deſoll In ſhort, do you believe now there 
Ward a God? I know that you believe it: 
aker For, as I have twice before obſerved 
chatte you, you ſhew the firmneſs of 
o toll our Faith by the conſtancy of your 
ſhoÞbedience. To deſire a glimpſe of 
mom 4 E him, 


IM 
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him, or ſame manifeſtation of hi 
here, or to ſee him, is neither ſafe 
nor fit for you. For then you woulc 
not only loſe the Reward of a Belie 
ver, andthe Crown of Faith, but ti. 
what you cannot bear in this imper 
fect State, There ſbal xo man ſee m 
and liue, ſays God, Exod. 23. 20 
Tis to anticipate the Joys of Heave 
'Tis to expect your Wages when yo 
ſhould bedoing your Work. I mean 
tis to expect the reward of enjoying 
while you ſhould be doing the Wor 
of Faith, and believing. 

Be content, Madam, to ftay al 
tle longer for a clearer Revelation c 
his Beauty and his Glory. Whe 
God has try'd your Faith by your C 
bedience a little longer, he will ſud 
denly draw aſide the Curtain, ant 
let you into the clearer fight: of bit 
But in the mean time, tis altogethe 
fit you ſhould ( as you do )live 1 
Faith as well as Hope; for as Hof 
is deſtroyed by enjoyment, 1 
ee alt] 
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Faith by Vifion or beholding. Till 
A therefore you ſee him face to face, 
ou ought to be alway willing to have 
Jour Faith exerciſed; that fo the 
 tiYmore *cis exerciſed here, the greater 
it's Rewards may be in the Manſions 
mY of Glory. 
I will conclude this Head by ſub- 
pining the words of an excellent Au- | 
thor -n the cafe of Religion and winter. Bi 
ana future State, if irreſiſtable evidence Evening | 
MY were to be had, there would be no ;erce, 5. 


toom for Vertue; it would then be a 159. By i 
Dr. Good 


man. 


neceſſary Action to believe, and no 
inſtance of choice, nor any Argu- 
ment of a vertuous Mind : For what 
an be the praife or rewardablenefs 
of doing that which a Man cannot 
ll chuſe but do? or what excellency is 
ing there in Faith, when there is no pre- 
tence in the World for unbelief? 
And as it is with Faith, or your 
Belief of a God ; juſt fo I find it to be 
with reference to your Obedience. 
As you would have no pretence in the 
| E 2 World 
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World for unbelief; ſo you would. 
willingly be without all Temptations 
to diſodedience: That is, you would 
have your Faith no longer exerciſed 
and your Obedience and Divine Love 
never tryed. But, as I have before 
demonſtrated to you, that tis at pre- 
ſent better for you, to believe than to 
behold ; ſo in the caſe. of Obedience, 

tis better for you, that you be ſome 
times tempted, or that there ſhould: 
be ſome difficulty in reſiſting a 
Temptation, than it would be i 
there were none, Which you wil 
moſt plainly ſee by what follows. 

* That we muſt work out our Spiri. 5 N 

i tual Intereſt with the labours of our 4 

emo, Spirit, ſeems, to molt Men, to be {off 

* Ja intolerable, that rather than paſs un- 

der it, they quit their hopes of Hea- 
ven, and pals into the Portion of De · 
vils. q: 

And you may polſibly complain 

thus: What can there be to alleviate 


this 93 that a Man ſhall be per- 
| petually 


Troubled in Mind. 
jetually ſollicited with an impure 
Tempter, * and ſhall carry a flame 
ithin him, and every thing brings 
vel to the Flame; and full Tables 
re'a ſnare, and empty Tables are 
lateral ſetvantsto a Luſt, and help 
o blow the Fire, and kindle'the heat 
pre pared Temptations; and yet a 
Man muſt not at all taffe of the for- 
idden Fruit; and he mult not deſire 
yhat he cannot chuſe but deſire, and 
e muſt not enjoy whatſoever he does 
iolently covet, and muſt never ſatis- 
his Apperite in the moſt violent 
nportunities; but mult -therefore 
eny himſelf; becauſe to do ſo is ex- 
eamly troubleſome. This ſeems to 
x an Art of Torture, and a Device 
) puniſh Man with the Spirit of A- 
bny, and a reſtleſs Vexation. 
But this alſo bath in it a great in- 
redient of Mercy, or rather is no- 
ing elſe but a heap of Mercy in its 
tire Conſtitution. For if it were 
"Wit for this,” we had nothing of our 


W 
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own to preſent to God, nothing pro Sor 
portionable to the great rewards 0 
Heaven, but either all Men or ac 
Man muſt go thither; for nothing 
can diſtinguiſh Man from Man i 
order to \Bratirude, but Choice an 
Election, and nothing can ennobl 
the Choice but Love, and nothin; 
can exerciſe Love but Difficulty, an 

nothing can make that difficulty b 
he Contradiction of our Appetits 
and the colin of our natural Affe 
ctioans. 
And therefore, whenever any c 
you are tempted violently, or gro 
weary in your Spirits, with reſiſtin 
the petulancy of Temptation, X. 
may be cured if you will pleaſe but 
remember and rejoice, that now yo 
have ſomething of your own to gi 
to God, ſomething that he will b 
2 to accept, ſomething that 
th given thee that thou mayſt gi 

it him; for our Money, our Time 
our . of _— and cur days 
orro 


Trouble in Mind. 
Sorrow, our Diſcourſe, and our Acts 
of Praiſe, our Prayers, our Vows, 
nur Offerings, our Worſhippings and 
Wroſtrations, and whatrſoeverelſe can 
i e accounted in the ſumm of our Re- 
gion, are only accepted according 
vis they bear along with them Porti- 
Wons of our Will and Choice of Love, 
ind appendent difficulty. 
Latius eſt quoties magno tibi conſtat 
lane ſt um; that is, tho more there is 
of ſelf.denial in a Vertuous Action, 
the greater is the evidence of Grace 
ind Divine Love in the performing 
. So that whoever can complain that 
be ſerves God with Pains and Morti- 
ications, de is troubled beeauſe there 
a diſtinction of things, ſuch as we 
all Vertue and Vice, Reward and 
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e SUED VIE: 


Lon are not to be diſpleaſ, ed witli 
your ſelf, if you are ſometime 
dull and heavy ; nor to be vex 

ed and angry, becauſe ſometime 
you do not find thoſe Pleaſure 
in Religious Duties, whicl 
you do at other times, or have | 
done —_— 


. 


144 


N your me ATE Moods whe 

you are.dull and heavy; and find 
chat you are able, to do little or no 
thing in your Religious Duties as yo 
would; I find. you are extream| 
troubled, and apt to be afraid thai 
theſe are evidences of God's Wrath 
and tokens of your being conſigned 
to the ſorrows of eternity ; or (a 
you ſometimes ſpeak) that your day 
of Grace is paſt, although * w ſo 

24) 


Troubled in Mind. 57 
xep to your Religious Duties, and 

ve in no one known Sin or Ini. 

0 iy. 

But let me beſeech you, Madam, 

be ſo far from thinking thus, as 

no means to think the worſe of 

pur ſelf, for this cold heavineſs and 
mpiſhneſs that will ſometimes ſeize 


Inſtead, of vexing thoughts for Biſhop 
eſe things, you muſt conſider that , 


ll be liable to thoſe changes which e 16. 
£10 things adjacent to them; as in 
e very temperature of the Air, the 
ether, and the like. And that 
ur Soul, being united to your Bo- 
cannot but feel its changes, juſt 
when the Houſe ſmoaks, the In. 
bitant is offended, unleſs he c can 
p out of doors. ith 
Beſides, '1t may be God does very: 
om ſee thoſe lenſible] joys which 
day formerly had in Religion, to be 
(ily fo fit for you: And if he do not; 
G2) ſee 
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r Bodies, being a part of this World, a Friend. 
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have done what you can, it ist 
Will of God, that you ſhould be 
you are; and if this pleaſe him, Wy, ' 
need not diſpleaſe you. Probablec 


tertainments, which we have ſo 
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ſee them fit for you, tis not fit yoſſune: 
ſhould deſire them. Think how vr 1 
worthy the beſt of us is, alway to li u 
under the Sun-beams; and there a 
very many Souls who are in a cold e 10 
Caſe than yours, and more remo q ou 
from the Son of righteouſneſs, who r 
Condition is ſafe, and ſhall be happMſ: a 

But however, think that after yc * 
Ven 
ur d 


at this Age, God Almighty ſees th cu 
your Nature cannot bear always ſug pl 
extraordinary Motions as you hayÞiem, 
had heretofore. - Or, it may be, I bin 
will not let you feel thoſe ſenſi. - 
Joys you have formerly had, mer Thi 
to break your Self Love, which qq you 
fires nothing but Pleaſure in eve 
thing that we do. It may be, tis N dvi 
try whether we will Love him g yo. 
himſelf, without thoſe delicate H not 
o pati 
£16 


"we 
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yoſnes felt in our Religious Duty: Or 
uur ſome other Cauſe unknown to 
ou and me, and every Body elſe. 

'Tis very poſſible, that there may 
x ſometimes too much of Self-Love 
our vehement deſires after the ex- 
ordinary Pleaſures and Joys of Pie- 
and that, if we could be content 
— we had uſed due diligence) 
jth our drineſs and want of vigour, 
ur dulneſs and barrenneſs of Spirit; 
1 with our frailties and faults too, 
erly out of ſubmiſſion of God, and 
5 be thinks not fit to give us 
e pleaſure of being wholly without 
tem, it would be highly — 
| bim, and no leſs advantageous to 


: This i is not to teach any remilbnel 
your defires and endeavours, but 
eve ſuppoſes you do your beſt; and on- 
hs; [adviſes you, that, if not withſtaud- 
you cannot be as you would, you 
e - not let your Spirit fall 1oto any 
ſomMparience and fretfulneſs. For this 
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is to prefer God's Pleaſure above yo 
own. 
To be pleaſed in our ſuvcetha] is dt 
ſo pleaſing to God, as to be patient i.. 
our Conteſts. Nay. to rejoice an 
triumph in our Victories, is nothing 
ſo good, as to be conſtant, and reſo le i 
ved, notwithſtanding that we are rd r 
little overcome. In theſe Spirity: 
Conſolations which we thirſt afteſeſſec 
we do not always receive ſo mue Co. 
Profit as we do Pleaſure; but in thiſſ® Þ! 
want of them, if our Wills be ther di. 
by more perfectly ſubdued to his, ufo tl 
receive both a very great Benefit, an ell 
in the iſſue no ſmall pleaſure. ' | 

/ You have ſeen perhaps, or yoet ©: 
may imagine, the ſmoak of a Potter 
Furnace ; how thick and black it iM ck © 
as if it would make a Picture of Hes at 
it ſelf. Who would think that t 
Veſſels of Clay which are bakeſ"els 
there, would not be burnt to Aſh it is 
by the fury of the Fire? or that: eV 
leaſt they would come out as black: thin, 
£1 SOC 
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ot by the foulneſs of the Smoak ? 
nd yet, when the Fire is put out, 
n the Veſſels unfurnaced, you ſee 

re is no ſuch thing: but that which 
is ſoft and yielding is become hard 
d ſtrong ; and its Complexion like- 
le is ſo much mended, that a Prince 
ed not diſdain the uſe of ſome of 
Mc Cups. Juit thus it is with a di- 
eſſed Soul, when it is covered with 
Cloud, and wrapt in darkneſs ; 
burns thereby in a great and 
diſpleaſure againſt it ſelf. It is 
to thiak, that this ſure is the Gate 
an ell; chat it is forſaken of God, and 
Il either periſh in this Condition, 
yo ot eſcape out of it, without much 
tte But after a while, when the 
it rk of God is done, and the Va- 
F Heſs are vaniſhed and diſappear, it 
it tit ſelf to be grown much in 
Hake neſs, purity, and ſplendor, and 
Ah it is made a Veſſel of Honour, fit 


ding but of its ſelf. will. Nothing 
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is conſumed but its ſoftneſs and de 
cacy; which made it loth to 
roucht. 
However, there is no reafon f 
fuch Concluſions as thoſe, whi 
good Minds have been apt to make 
a gloomy day; that if God lov 
them, he would not treat them aft 
that manner. There is great reaſq pa 
conſidering what hath been ſaid, ars 
be not only patient, but thankful ow 
him in ſuch a condition. e V 
Madam, while I know you toben 
a Perſon of great Vertue, allowi dea 
your ſelf in no one known ſin, ori V 
neglect of no one known Duty; eur 
that none of the Riches, Honouull \ 
or Pleaſures of ſin can deceive yuld 
and that it is too late for them ndern 
to put a Cheat upon one, whoſe Ws lo 
ſes are ſo well exerciſed to diſcern" tha 
tween good and evil; while I knfſens 
you to be ſuch, I ſhall ſubjoin, Ind g 
you may be abuſed, it is poſſiſ will o 
with fears and jealouſies of your {Welt C 


” way 
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d be caſt down when you have no 
t to do any thing that is good, or 
hen you miſtake, or have commit- 
da little fault: but be ſure you hold 
an unmovable belicf of the good- 
of God to you. He doth not ex- 
t Children without all faults, and 
u may be ſure cannot be unwilling 
) pardon them, when he knows 
ars the way to incourage them to 
ow better. There is no reaſon in 
e World to ſuſpect his fincerity, 
ben he tells us, That he deſires not 
death of a fiuner: O come my Soul 
„ when he ſays he has no pleaſure 
: our Death, Shall we fay he has? 
al we think he has? As little 
wld we imagine that he ſecretly 
dermines us, while he openly pro- 
les love and friendſhip to us; or to 
r that he intends to make us the 
ens and Marks of his meer Pow- 
ind greatneſs, Believe this, and 
vill never let you deſpond in the 
rſt Condition. 


The 
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Ihe top and perfection of that H 
ly Religion which Chriſt has taugl. 
us is Love and Charity; and that 
both a Bountiful, and a Meek, anc 
Patient Vertue: *Tis, alway (ye 
know) ſhewn ingiving and forgivi 
And how is it poſſible you ſhould t 
lieve that he who has given you 
much as he has, out of his me 
Goodneſs and Love, ſhould be wi 
ling to forgive you nothing? That 
who has given you ſo much, wiiff 
reference to this Life and that Wh... 
come, before you asked it, ſhould 
unwilling to forgive you any thief, 
who do fo earneſtly ask it; nay, al 
do perform that very Condition up 
which he promiſed to forgive-you; 
mean a Devout Repent auce. 
But if, as I ſaid, Charity be the tath 
of our Religion, if it /»ffers long 3 
is kind, if it bears all things, and eſſſus 
dures all things; how is it poſſible, I we 
you think, that God ſhould give 
that which is not in himſelf ? or tn 
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t Hübe ſhould command us to accom- 
ug pliſh our Souls with that Perfection, 
hat v hich is not eminent in his own moſt 
anq;xcellent Nature? We are ſure that 
Our loving-kindneſs is but a weak I- 
'V/hitation of his. And therefore may 
Id onclude, that he will have Patience 
ith us, and not be eaſily provoked, 
Hut bear with our Infirmities, and be 
xceeding kind in beftowing his Bleſ- 


nat Wings, and Pardoning our Offences, 
Wind delight in doing both; becauſe 
wy here is nothing he ſo much delights 
u 


0 ſee in us, as this Image of his lo- 
ing kindneſs. | 
Aſſure your ſelf, it is impoſſible 
hat he ſhould be out-done by us, or 
hat we ſhould equal him in Tender- 


ath given us ſuch a glorious In- 
ance, in the Son of his Love, Chriſt 
kſus, that we ſhould be very unjuſt, 


e ſhould not expect more from him, 


lan we would do from the beſt 
F Friend 


E 


els and Compaſſion; of which he 


well as ungrateful and unkind, it 
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Friend in the World. 
So that you ought to be confident 
whatſoever defects you find in you 
ſelf, that he wbo hath begun a good wor 
in you, will perform it unto the day o 
our Lord Jeſus. It is but handſom 
and becoming, that you ſhould hay 
this Opinion of him. Judge by you 
ſelf and your own good Inclinations 
A whether you ought not to have ſuc 
high thoughts of Infinite Love. Yo 
owe to him: all the good you have 
and there is more reaſon, that h 
{ſhould perfect his. own work, tha 
there was that he ſhould begin it. 
I ſhall conclude this Section wit 
this moſt earneſt Advice, That i 
your moſt gloomy days, you co 
mit your ſelf to him, in aſſured ho 
of his continued Love to you. EF 
verily perſwaded, that he loves yc 
infinitely more, than you love hu 
and therefore is more deſirous tha 
you can be, to ſee you do well, an 
continue in well doing to the = 


OE - 
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Troubled in Mind, 

Who but he is it that hath hitherto 
enabled you in your ſtudy tolive Ver- 
tuouſly,and pleaſe him ? What ſhould 
now move him to alter his mind, af- 
ter ſuch numerous Tokens of his 
Love? What is it ſhould make him 
hate us? Will he bear with no weak- 
neſſes? or ſhall a fault that we have 
committed, wholly alienate his Af- 
fection from us? If when we lay in 
our filthineſs he took pity on us, pul- 
led us out of the Mire, and laid us in 
his Boſom ; now that weare waſhed 
all over, will he ſhake us off, and 
;» caſt us out of his Imbraces, becauſe 
our Feet (as our Lord ſpeaks ſtill 
need ſome waſhing? Never entertain 
ſuch a thought of him, as though he 
was willing to deſert you, and caſt 
you out of his Friendſhip, now that 
he hath done ſo much for you, and 
you have been ſo long acquainted. 
By no means hearken to any jealous 
Y thoughts that are but whiſpered of 
his Goodneſs, 8 the a * 
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it prove not ſo delightful to you as 


fatisfied, and well pleaſed, in the do- 
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ſies be, which you have of your own 
inconſtancy. | 


And let me adviſe you to be well 


ing of what you ought, though it 


do your Duty as conſtantly now, 
when you feel not theſe {ſweet and 
ſenſible Joys, as you did. when you 
had them ; they are the more accep- 
table to God for this. Becauſe a0 
there is more of your choice and your 
will in them, than there was then; 
when you break through all Difficul. 
ties, and will not ſuffer your ſelf to 
be overborn by the great load that 
lies upon your Spiriis. 


you deſire; remembring, that if you f 


\ ; 
* 7 - - 


Troubled in Mind. 
SECT. VIII. 


Iwo dee for P er one Trab. 
n in Mind: „ 
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Shall. leave the Uſe © or © Omiſſion 
of theſe to your own:Judgmentr, 


according as your Needs or Devoriows 
{hall incl you. | 


\ 

Firſt Prayers, I 
Bleſſed Lord, the-Father of es 
. cies, and the God of all comforts, 
look down, I beſeech tlee, in pity and 
t onmpaſſion upon me thy afflicted Servant. 

Thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, 
and makeſt me to poſſeſs my former ini- 
quities ; thy wrath lieth hard upon me, 
and my Soul is full of trouble: But O 
| 2 God, who haſt written thy Ho- 

I ly Word for. our learning, that we, 
through patience and comfort of thy Ho. 
ly S nen, miglit have hope; give 
* F; me 
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me a right underſtanding of my ſelf, 


and of thy threats and promiſes, that I 
may neither caſt away my confidence in 
thee, nor place it any where but in thee, 
Give me firawoth againſt all my Temp- 
tatiout, and heal all my Diſtempers. 
Break not the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the ſmazking Flax. Shut not up thy 
tender merties in diſpleaſure; but make 
me to hear of joy and gladneſs, that the 
Bones which thou haſt broken may re- 
joice. Deliver me from fear of the E- 
nemy, and lift up the light of thy Coun- 
tenaure now me, and give me peace 
through the merits and mediation of Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Second Prayer. 

Holy and Eternal God, who art 

the glorious object of my hopes, 

and fears, and deſires, and loves; look 
down, I humbly beſeech thee, in mercy 
apon the. Soul that thow knoweſt loves 
thee; but yet is troubled that it cannot 
love thee more, Deareſt Lord, if "7 

by Fait 
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Troubled in Mind. 


Faith or my Repentance, if my love of 
thee, or my obedience to thee, if my de- 
fires to pleaſe thee in all things, do wot 
yet fit me to be loved by thee 5 O be plea- 
ſed-ſpeedily to make them ſuch, or to 
Pardon their defects, and to acep them 
8 the beſt I can at preſent perform, for 
the Merits and Satisfaction of Jeſus thy 
beloved in whom thou art well pleaſed. 
0 fanttifie and increaſe my Faith, that 
it may ariſe up to the confidence of bope, 
end to as much peace, and as many fer- 
fble joys, as thou ſceſt fit for me in this 
vale of Tears. | 

I know, Lord, that thy ways are paſt 
fuding out; and that thou haſt built 
our Faith upon thy Promiſes, and our 
Hopes upon thy Goodneſs; and haſt de- 
ſcribed owr Paths between the Waters 
of Comfort, and the dry Barren Land 
of our own Duties and Aﬀections. 

I acknomleage that all my Comforts 
derive from thee, and to my ſelf ] owe 
al my Shame and Confuſion, and degrees 
of Diſſatisfattion. Bus O thou whow 
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my Soul loves, give me, I beſeech the 
thoſe Comforts and Viſitations of th. 
Holy Ghoſt, which thou, in thy Inß nit 
and Eternal Wiſdom, knaweſt moſt «pf 

and expedient to encourage my Duties 
to entertain my Hopes; to alleviate m 
Sadneſſes ; to refreſh my Spirits; and 
to encourage my. Progreſs and conſtan 
Endeavours in the ſtrictneſſes of Religi 
on and Sanctity. O my Jeſu, make mt 
content, and very well pleaſed, to bt 
without thoſe Joys which thou doſt no 
get ſee fit far me. Make me content te 
ſtay for them a little longer. O make 
me content to ſtay for the Revelation o 
the Interiour Beauties of thy Ringdom 
till I ſhall be fitted and able to bear it 
as well as to enjoy it for Eternity. 

In the mean time, deareſt Lord, lea! 
me from Grace to Grace; from Imper 
fection to Strength; from Acts to Ha 
bits; from Habits to Confirmation i 
Grace; that I may paſs into the Regi 
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Troubled in Mind. 


ee Child; that between the Viciſſitudes and 
Mcanges, of Hopes and Fears; Doubts 
id Joys; Comforts and Sorrows, my 
uſſage home to thee may be Safe and 
Holy : where all my Doubts, and Fears, 
md Scruples, and Diſſatisfaitions (hall 
We removed once for all; where all Sin, 
d Miſery, and Danger, and Imper- 
eition, ſhall be done away for all Ages. 

ear me and relieve me, O Holy and 
ternal God, for the ſake of Jeſus thy 
loved. Amen, Amen. 


Madam, all that I ſhall add ſhall 
e my Prayers, that ſome; or one, 
r all of theſe Eight Things, or as 
many of them as you ſhall, in your 
gevout Retirements, conſider and 
ke uſe of, may be effectual, and 
rn your Scruples into Devotion; 
dur Fears into Divine Love; and all 


egiFour Doubts and Diſſatisfatt ions into 
ne Holy Joy; a chearful Obedience; 
of 4 great Tranquility of Mind; a ſe- 
ld date 


fk 


> 
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* AL Lady, Ree. 


date frame of Soul, and a Religio 
- Peace ; that in the Words of t 
Bleſs d Apoſtle (Rom. 12. x2.) yo | 

may all along rejoice in hope, till youſ: 


\  - hope be ſwallowed up in Fruitionfſ 

1 and all your Scruples of Conſcienq 
be for ever anſwered, and you expin 

into the Element of Love for all Fil 


turity. | 
Tf you pleaſe to put me into yo 


no ap 


Litanies, you will do a great offic ah 

of Charity for him who deſires tha a; ü 

and to believed to be, Lat! 
; Mala, Ren 
__ Tour Faithfull devoted Servant (ont 
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ho appearing Sincere, and having 
paſsd through the Evangelical 


Methods of Peace and Recon- 
ciliation, 


(3 


0 
ha 


YET 


Remain'd Diſſatisky'd. 


ui ſent not his Son into the World, ro 
 Windemn the World, but that the World 
eſs him might be ſaved, Joh. iii. 17. 


LONDON, 


ted by J. Leake, for Henry Bonwicke, 
the Red Lion in St. Paul's Church- 
lard, 1701. 
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Couſin, 


OU lately deſired 4 Letter 
from me. I ſuppoſe you 
only meant by it (after the 

courſe we have had) that I would 

d you an account of my Thoughts 
the State of your Soul; and how 

ow ſtands dz/pos'd and fitted, and 

'd for the coming of the Bride- 

om, ſuppoſing he were to come 

1 ſbortly, and how I judge it ap- 

rs to me, with reference to Eter- 

, and the Reſurrection? 


I ſhall 
— 
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unfauthrul in my Maſter's Work, 


| his Glory, Love, and Obedies ) 


A Letter to 

I ſhall therefore ſend you an Achat 
ſwer, on which you may (thro ti: 
Divine Grace) depend, and reſt en, 
tisfy C. Glor 
For I. would not willingly be hat 


to my own Soul, or yours, as 
give you an wnſecure Confidence, aff 
a falſe Peace, 

Suppoſing then, that your Rent 
tance and Reformation are very 
cere, and that you have gone t 
the Methods of Peace and Reco 
liation, (thro* which I have aſſi 
and conducted you) with purity 
intention; that is, with a lov 
willing Spirit, a Spirit griev'd 
cauſe you /ov'd God, and aim 
only at the pleaſing him; a Reſt 
tion to his Favour, a ſincere Re 
mation; and deſigning in all t 


Suppoſing (I ſay) and Hoping, 
Charitably Believing all this, I mf 
and do then Pronounce and A 
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1 bat your Caſe is very ſafe and hap- 
o 8: And if you perſevere and hold 
ſt a, will be for ever Happy and 
Glortous, I have all the Evidence 

be What I can expect of your Sincerity. 
Your Pious and your Bitter Tears, 
hat came from your Broken and 
our Contrite Heart, your melting 
hing Soul, your humble and re- 
ning Spirit, theſe holy Tears too 
bus trickling down your Cheeks, 
roceeding and iſſuing (as you told 
ne, and I believe it) from your love 
God: your Accuſing, Judging and 
ondemning your ſelf, your deep and 
eder ſenſe of your Receſſions from 
our Baptiſmal Innocence, and the 
ays of God in the Particulars men- 
oned ; your Penitential Confeſſion, 
tended with all the demonſtrations 
t Humiliation, your Receiving up- 
dien this, the Benefit of Abſolution, 
ng, Nom an Ambaſſador (tho' unwor- 
1 my) of the Holy Jeſus ; your ha- 
A(W'ng had the Meſſage of Peace from 
h _—_ 


eco 
Wit 
rity 
lov 
Ml. 
aim 
Leſt 

Re 
I t 


| 


- A Letter 10 


a Reſidentiary- of Heaven, (as yo 
muſt own me, who am a Prieſt c 
the Holy Catholick Church to be 
how undeſerving ſoever I am «< 
that great Charge and high Office; 
your Receiving upon all this, th 
further Pledges of our Saviour's loy to 
in the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Alta 
theſe are ſuch Methods of Reſtita 
tion for a laps'd Sinner, (ſuppoſin 
the ſincerity of your Reformatio 
and a nem Obedience) as you may 
truly depend on, as that you are aliy 
and move. 

And the whole Goſpel it ſelf mul 
be rejected, if theſe things are nc 
thought proper to reſtore your Pear, 
tho' not without your Care, and yo 
Watch tor the future. 

But (to uſe the Words of a Ser: 
phick and Learned Prelate (no 
with God) in a like Caſe) 7 ſee 
happens to you as to the moſt ni 
Canſciences it happens often; you « ” 

ſo fearful ef the Evil, that you 1 
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ver think your ſelf Cured, til you 
have forgot that ever you were Sick. 

L have therefore a few Things, 
Ivhich (upon ſuppoſition ſtill of 
Pour Sincerity and Care, and Watch 
ind Perſeverancc) I would have you 
frequently to Read and Conſider, 
and to be often turning over ſome of 
„Ithem in your Thoughts. 


I. 


1. Inſtead of looking upon your 
Saviour ( who ſhall be the Great 
Judge of Quick and Dead) as you 

do upon a bitter Enemy, or an an- 
ory Man as if he would take all ad- 
vantages againſt you that he could, 
that he might Damn you; inſtead 
of this, ever look upon him to be 
Nhat beſure he is) Oze that will 
make the Moſt and the Beſt of your 
Caſe, as all Advocates uſe to do; 
„bose that will for certain make the 
 WHoſt and ibe Beſt of your Repentances, 
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and Joy, and inſpirit your future 


What will he got do for you upon 
your paſſionate, your penetential 
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of every Sigh, and every Tear, ever 
Alms, aud every Sacrament, ever 
Act of Love, and every Act of Obe 
dience; of all that you do or fu 
for him. KIND es 
Oh! how ſhould this ſingle Con 
ſideration raiſe your Hopes, and 
make your Heart pant wita Lowe 


Obedience, which is ſo like to be 
ſucceſsful ; and diſperſe your unrea 
ſonable Fears, and make you go 0 


with /ively and cheerful Reſolutions, 
II. 


Conſider if God did ſo much fo 
youas he has done, before you could 
beg or aefire it, or knew: you xeeded 
it; O what will he not do for you 
when you ſiacerely (thoꝰ with trem 
bling ſteps) perform the very Con 
dition on which he promiſed it! 


begging it? III. Ab 
T1 


4 PENITEN T. 
1 | 


Aſſure your ſelf, a Repenting Be- 
lever (that has gone through thoſe 
Methods of Reconciliation that you 
have done, and which I before men- 
A tioned, which appear to me to be 
J fincere,) is as free from the Charge 
Jof the Law, as Innocent Angels. 


IV. 


Be often (ſuppoſing the fincerity 
of your Reformation) thinking of 
thoſe words of that moſt Judicious, 
Exat and Excellent Writer, the 
Author of the Whole Daty of Man, 
ven he ſpeaks of Hope, 

It i ſtrange Folly for any Man, 
be he never ſo Sinful, to give up 


himſelf for loft, when, if he will but 


it! change his Courſe, he ſhall be as certain 


to partake of the Promiſes of Mercy, 
« if he had never gone on in thoſe for- 
Joer Sins. G 2 V. If 
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1 


If God has no pleaſure in the 
death of a Sinner, if there be Joy in 
the preſence of the Angels of God, at 
the Converſion of One, what inh- 


nite Cauſe have you to rejoyce with 


them, that you have paſs d ſo ſafeh 


and happily, and with ſo much pious ] 


Courage thro' the Methods of Peace, 
Pardon and Reconciliation. So ſafe- 
ly and happily have you paſs'd thro' 
them, that there needs nothing now 
but your Perſeverance to be inſiſted 
on, till you come to your Crown 
of Glory. 


VI. 1 


Seeing God has uſed ſtrange Arts 
and wonderful ways to ſave us, can 
we chuſe but think he is deſirous 
and willing to do it? Nay he de- 
clares it, and aſſures us of it, by his 
- Mir aches 
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Miracles and Oaths. And how is it 

poſſible we can then doubt of his 
bel <ceprance of us, when we have 
ne perform'd the very Terms and Con- 
'? iitions on which he has declared he 
6 © vill ſave us. Nay, conſidering this 
n.100 (what I have before hinted) 
„That our Advocate will make the 
L oſt and the beſt of all we have done 
ee. in theſe Terms and Conditions. 

"| To this I will add the words of 
2 great Man yet living, in an Ex- 
cellent Diſcourſe of his: We may 
* be certain he will condemn none, whom 
on i cording to the moſt favourable con- 

ſtruction of the Terms of the. Goſpel 
be can ſave. 


VII. 


"| Where-ever we meet with theſe 
a Words [Damnation,] or [ſball not 
1 Inherit the Kingdom of God,] or 
bi [fearful looking for of Judgment, ] 
m0 the like, theſe dreadful words do. 
G 3 not 
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not effect all that they there ſigniſie 
to any but the Inpenitent: For 
where - ever we find a Curſe to the 
Guilty expreſs d, in the ſame words, 


Mercy to the Penitent is underſtood. 


Agreeable to this, I have Read, 

*rwas the Saying of Mark the devout 
* 'Ovls Hermit; * No Man is ever juſtified, 
< . but he that carefully Repents; and no 
abs Man is Condemned, but he that deſpi- 
Hes. [es Repentance. | 
Ni &. And St. Baſil (that Great Good 
4 Man) has a Saying to this pur- 
ten poſe; The Eye of God who is [0 
bm great 4 lover of Souls, cannot deny 
poorsoey Fhe Interceſſions and Litanies of Re- 


Leila pent ance. 
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VIII. 


Among all the differences of Opi- 
nion in other Matters of Religion, 
Men of all Sides and Parties unani- 
mouſly and fully conſent in what 
follows; that is, That tho' a nc 

ave 
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have contradicted his Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion in ſome things, yet this is a 
Truth wherein we all agree, that 
whoſoever is a true Penitent, and 
. 1 purpoſes to leave thoſe Sins where- 
by he has contradicted it, is by that 
Repemt ante reſtor d to ' Friendſhip 
with God. * . 
And moſt certainly it is a ſtran- 
ger thing that God ſhould take up- 
on him Hands and Feet, and thoſe 
Hands and Feet ſhould be nail'd 
ar- upon a Croſs, than that a Man 
{o © ſhould be partaker of the felicities 
of Pardon, and Life Eternal. And 
de- Fit were ſtranger yet, that God 
ſhould do ſo much for Man, and 
yet that that Man that deſires it, and 
performs the Conditions, and labours 
for it, and begs paſſionately for it, 
- ſhould miſs ht Exd for which 
n, God ſuffer'd ſo much as he did. 


at 64 IX. The 
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IX. 


The Jews themſelves have a Say 
ing in a Book of ſome Laws, Dc 
ctrines and Affairs of theirs callec 
the Talmad) that the moſt Juſt and 
Perfet# Men cannot be able to ſtand 
in Judgment with the Penitents 
And one of their Doctors adds thiKrecei 
further Obſervation upon that Say 
ing, That no Creature, no not 
* the very Angels themſelves, that 
© never ſinned, are able to com- Is, 2 
&* pare with them. tO tl 
Now tis certain we Chriſtianflievo 
muſt grant our Hopes are greater be ai 
and our Promiſes are clearer tha 
ever any the Jews had. The Co 
venant of the Goſpel, being a Co- 
venant of Grace, and of Repent ance i com. 
and being eſtabliſh'd with ſo manyſof E 
great Solemnities, mult ſignifie 
Huge Favour, and a mighty Change 
of Things. * 
; An 
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And not only ſo, but God hath 
erected in his Church a whole Order 
of Men, the main part and dignity 
of whoſe Work tis to remit and retain 
Sins, by a perpetual and daily Mi- 
niftry ;- and this they do, not only 
In Baptiſm, but in the «Bleſſed Eu- 
chariſt in Sacerdotal Abſolutions, (all 
which, in much mercy you have 
Yreceived) and in the whole power 
of the Keys: And if God for the 
worſt of Evils, hath appointed an 
Office of Eaſe and Pardon, which 
b, and may be daily Adminiſtred 
to the reformd Penitent, and the 
jan ievout Believer ; ſurely then it will 
ter be an anreaſonable diſſatisfaction and 
han, picion of Gods goodneſs to fear 
CoFthat our Repentance ſhall be re- 
Co. Jected, even although we have 
uce ¶ committed the greateſt, or the worſt 
anyEot Evils. 


þ <0 have 


l 
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X. 


T have obſerved, that a De vou 
Prelate of great Judgment and San! 
ctity of Life, upon that place of 
St. Paul, Rom. v. 10. If when ne 
were Enemies to God, &c. has this 
Remark : | | 
If God gives to Enemies the fri 
Grace, much more will he give the 
ſecond, if they make ule of the fr 
From None to a Little is an infinite 
diſtance ; but from a little to a gres 
deal, is not ſo much. And there 
fore ſince God hath given us mean: 
of Pardon, and the grace of Repen{i 
tance, we may certainly expect the 
Fruit of Pardon; for it is a greatey 
thing to give Repentance to 4 Sin 
ner, than to give Pardon to thi 
Penitent. 1 U 
Whoever Repents hath no 
committed the great Sin, the un 
pardonable. For it is _ the 
an 
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lan, not {from the Sin, that any 
in is unpardonable. 


„out XI. 


Can any Man ſuſpect that God is 
nahndifferent whether Men be Sav/d 
Ir no, when he hath ſent his Son 
Save them? Can any Man ima- 
Ine him Implacable and Irreconcila- 
Je towards thoſe, whoſe Nature he 
nt his Son to tate on him? Will 
y Man, can any Man think bim 
mplacable and Irreconcilable to Sin- 
rs, to poor Penitents, who pitied 
em, and healed them, converſed 
ith them, and died for them ? 
To entertain therefore ſuch un- 
Wile degrees of Deſperation, is to 
ruſt away God's Arm from me, 
Wat would imbrace and receive 
e. For tho' I have ſtrong Rea- 
Ins to Condemn my ſelf, yet I have 
tore Reaſon to Condemn my deſpair ; 


Which therefore is unreaſonable, 
| becauſe 
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- becauſe it is a Sin, and a diſhonou@P®s 
to God. Whereas Repentance is th 
giving him Glory. And whicf® 

all I chuſe to do, to deſpair and 
diſhonour him, and Sin by it aff: 
gainft him more, or to give hi 


* Joſh. 7. the * Glory of my Repentance, anc 
3 cauſe Joy in Heaven; and let m f - 
2 9. Saviour ſee the pleaſure of the Lor, - 


proſper in his hands, by becoming: 
Reform'd Peniteot. | 

Let Devils deſpair, who hav 
not only no Promiſes, no Remedy 
and no Saviour; but nothing piti 
able in their Caſe ; having hac 
(I.) No Tempter to abuſe them“ 
(2.) Who had no Fleſh or Body Hit 
clogg them. (3.) No Infirmity tt 
extenuate or leſſen their Preſump 
tion, they are incapable of Repen 
tance. But the chief Deſign of th 
Goſpel was to Invite us to it; anc 
the Deſign of Chriſt's very Dying 
was to procure 1t to be accepted 


and to have it ſucceſsful ; and 4 
| thi 


- 
wo 
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lis day he now Mediates and In- 
yceeds and Pleads for it in Hea- 
CI; . 


10U 
; th 
hic 
an 
t a XII. 


hi 


In the words of our Saviour out 
if Haiabh, (St. Matth. 13. 1 5.) it 
Lor affirmed, that when People are 
0 obſtinate, and wilfully Blind, 
hat God then leaves to give them 
Fcarer Teſtimony and a mighty 


ear, and underſtand ; it follows, 
d ſhould be Converted, and 1 
vould heal them. Plainly telling us, 
at if even then they ſhould Repent, 


herefore becauſe he hath now no 
ove left to them, by reaſon of 
- Wir former obſtinacy, yet where- 
ſer you can ſuppoſe Repentance, 
here you may more than ſuppoſe 4 
[ar don. 


race, leſt they ſhould ſee, aud 


od could not but forgive ; and 


But 
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» lf © 
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(and but one only) Sin declare 


A Letter to 
But if a Man cannot or will nd 
Repent, then it is another Con 
deration. 

In the mean time, nothing bin 
ders, but that every Sin is pardorfſ5 
able, to him that Repents. eco 
Tis true indeed, there is onna) 


not to be forgiven, that is, the Si 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; which wall*: 
indeed the Sin of the Phariſeee) 
but no Penitent Believer can Obe 
guilty of it. 
For (as I have before hinted 
no Man commits a Sin againſt . 
Holy Ghoſt, if he be afraid he hath? © 
— deſires he had not; for ſuchhe 
Penitential Paſſions are againſt time 
Nature of that Sin. 
Indeed for voluntary and malour 
cious Apoſtates, Obſtinate Impenſ dot © 
tent Perſons, their Eſtate is ſad an 
diſmal. But if we be overtake 
with Iafirmity, or enter into th A 
Borders of this Eſtate, and commiſ*tu 
a grievoull 


” 
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Pardon ; the unavoidable Infirmil - 
ties, and paſt Evils, and preſenf o 
1 mperfections, and ſhort Interrup ea 
tions, againſt which we Watch to 
and Pray, and Strive, being pu 
upon the Accounts of the Croſg] |; 
and pay'd by the Holy Jeſus. 


XIII. 


Whoever denies Chriſt, ſhall a 
ſuredly be denied by him; yet ſti 
there is a tacit Condition in th 
words ſuppoſed, unleſs Repentar 
intervene. For this, and man 
other Scriptures, tho as to thei 
formal Terms, they are abſolute 
yet as to their Senſe, they are Con 
ditional. 
| God in mercy has ſo fram'd ang] ter, 
tempered his word, that we havftol: 
for the moſt part a Reſerve of Meri ſtr 
wraptup ina Curſe; and the ver nor 
firſt Judgment that was pronounce me. 
upon fallen Man, was with the Allay terp 
of a-Promile, t 


ww 
8 
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irmi -- So that (as I ſaid before) where- 
eſen ſoever we find a Carſe to the Guilty 
ruph} expreſs'd, in the ſame words, mercy 
arch to the Penitent is underſtood. 


pu If g F 
"roſs O01. XI V. 


There is this further encourage- 
ment for us to be good, and for the 
ſincere Penitent to go on cheerfully 

ll aff in his new Obedience. The Judge 
t (til of all the World will at the Great 
| th Day Candidly interpret Mens A- 
tau tions; and make the very beſt of 
nany things that the Caſe will bear; our 


theifl Saviour hath told us, his Toke © 
lute eaſe and his Burden light ; and there 


Conf is nothing more contributes to make 


them ſo, than his Benignity of In- 


| an] terpretation. For as no Laws are 


hav tolerable, when they are rigorouſ] 

Merci ſtrain'd, and ſeverely apply'd ; fo 
ver none are harſh and difficult, that 
inceſ meet with a fair and equitable In- 


Alla ter pretation. | 
| H And 


oy 
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And then on the other fide, for be 


the Failings and Infirmities of Men, ne 


this merciful Judge will make all ¶ te 
the favourable allowances that can 
conſiſt with Juſtice: He conſiders N ac 
the weakneſs of our Judgments, the M 
power of Temptation, the ſubtilty  M 
of Objections, the ſuddenneſs of 1u 
our Paſſions, the diſadvantage of th 
our Conſtitution, the prevalence of] fei 
Cuſtoms, the Contagion of Ex- (al 
ample ; for this is our Happineſs, he 
doth not only know our Nature and 
Circumſtances, bur hath felt all, or 
moſt of theſe things himſelf. | 
He hath not made all Tranſgref: w] 
fions alike Capital; he will not im- 
pute defects in our Duties, as wil- 
full contempts of his Majeſty ; nor 
interpret a ſurprizal to be our choice, 
or our Infirmities and Follies to be 
preſumptuous Sins. But whatever] 
there may be of this kind, that can Sin 
codſift with a divine Life, with all : 
ſincere Love of God, and a true and I an 
hearty 


” 
3 
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hearty ſenſe of Vertue and Good- 
uk, ſhall not be rigidly aggraya- 
ted againſt us, 3 
Nay more than ſo, when Sin 
admits not of any of the aforeſaid 
Mitigations, but hath been com- 
mitted with an high band, pre- 
ſumptuoully, yet even then, upon 
the interpoſition of true and un- 
feigned Repentance, this Judge can 
(and will) mercifully Pardon alſo. 


Ae, NV 
Ik we would diligently conſider 


greatneſs of Gods pardoning Mercy, 
we ſhall obſerve theſe three Re- 
markable Circumſtances, all full of 
unſpeakable Conſolation to all fin- 


cerely Reformed Penitents. | 
1. He Pardons great and many 
Sins, not only lighter. provocatians. 
2. He forgives repeated Follies, 


and relapſed Sinners. 
H 2 


net. 
3. His 


29 ; 


what the Scripture aſſures us of tbe 
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3. His Pardon is full and Ab- 
ſolute. 

God Pardons Sinners fo frankly, 
as that neither the greatneſs, mul- 
tirude, repetition, or any other ag. 
gravation of ſin hinders him; and 
ſo fully, that no old ſcore remains 
upon Record againſt the truly, the 
ſincerely Penitent Believer. 

And now to conclude: this Letter, 
(which I am afraid you will think 
too long) you may from your own 
fincerity be confident (humbly confi- 
dent) of this very thing, that he who 


Phil. 1. 6. hath begun 4 good work in you will per. 
* fedt it, until the day of Jefus Chriſt. 


Tou owe to him all the good you 
have, and pray conſider, there is 
more reaſon that he ſhould perfect 
his own work, than there Was that 
he ſhould begin i it. 

You had never come to the mea- 
ſures, and degrees, and inſtances, and 
methods of Repentance you have 


done (that is, to a ſeoſe of your Sin, 
| to 
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b- No Humiliation, to Cofitrit ion, to holy 
Confeſſion, to Prieſtly Abſolution, 
ly, Yznd to the pious purpoſes and pro- 
ul- Ymiſes of new and better Obedience 
ag-( which you gave to God, and me; all 
nd which you have Chriſtianly paſs'd 
ins thro?) had not this love and cender- 
the Yneſs, and pity and metcy brought 
you to it, and his holy Spirit con- 
er, ducted you all the way. Wh; 
ok | After all this, ſee now what inhi- 
wn Inite and dear encouragement you 
1ft- have to go on with your Repentance, 
pho your Care and your Watch, as well as 
er- Your Obedience, Faith and Love; fot 
t. Pour Repentance muſt not ceaſe till 
'0u your Faith does; they muſt all along 
is Igo together, till your Faith ſhall be 
elt Elwallowed up in Viſion; I mean your 
hat Ipenitential abhorrence of what's paſt, 
is for ever to go on; and your Watch 
ea · N and Care for the time to come is to be 
nd Neontinued. For whatſoever falls 
we N ſhort of a Preſent, Univerſal Perma- 
in, une Change, falls as much ſhort 8 
to the 


: 
* 
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C 
love thee. Ti 


Probity and. Sanctity of Life, anc 
your perſeverance 0c 


ceptably full, is prayed b for th 
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the trueit and the belt Repen. 
tance. 

And as I have reaſon to preſume, 
there is nothing more your Care, ®© 
Deſire and Reſolution, than ſuch if: ; 
Change; ſo let theſe Conſiderations - 
fill you with a holy Joy, a religious 75 
Peace, and affectionate Emotions of = 
your Soul to your merciful Redeemer adde 
By this time I hope you can wit 17 
ſuch a Peace, and weh a Joy, anc 
ſuch Emotions bow the head, anc 
with St. Peter, and with Truth, la 
to him, Lord, thou knoweft that 1 


- 


That your Peace and Joy, and Care, 


holy Reſolutions, your future PurityFtechil 


> 
rown them alli 
may be fincere, and great, and acFuty 


Yohr Affecti onate Friend, and A | 
Servant in our Lord JeſuWi%* H, 
WE: 5, 2 
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BOOKS. Sold by Henry Bonwicke, at 
the Red-Lion in St. Paul's Church- 
Tard. hd | 
75 HE. General Hifory of the Reformation 

of the Church, written in Latin by 
7. Sleidan, faithfully Engliſh'd ; to which is 
added a continuation to the end of the 


Council of Trent; by B. Bahun Eſq; 
A Sermon Preach'd ar the Funeral of the 


Reverend Mr. fob» Culme, by Lewis Hout h- 


comb, Rector of Roſe- Aſh. 
A Sermon Preach'd at the Baptiſm of one 


© of Riper Years (Aged 33.) Auguſt 18. 1700. 


in a Country Church, in the Dioceſs of Exxon. 

The Art of Catechizing, or the Compleat 
Catechiſt in 4 Parts. 1. The Church Ca- 
techiſm reſolved into eaſie Queſtions. 2. An 
Expoſition of it in a continued full and plain 
Diſcourſe. 3. The Church Catechiſm re- 
oly'd into Scripture Proofs. 4. The whole 
Duty of Man reduced into Queſtions, fitted 
for the meaneſt Capacities, the weakeſt Me- 
mories, the plaineſt Teachers, and the moſt 
uninſtructed Learners. 

A Practical Diſcourſe of the Sin againſt 


% Holy Ghoſt, ſhewing plainly, 1. What it 


s 2. How any Perſon may know whether 
e has been guilty of it; deſigned to bring 
tranqui- 


them that Love, and the Returning Sinne 


of Rocheſter, Mr. Ot way, Mr. Brown, & 


Country Converſations, being an accou 
of ſome Diſcourſes that happen d in t 


chiefly of the Modern Comedies, of Drinki 


Books Printed for, &c. | 
tranquility of Mind to the Obedient, Joys t 


from deſperation. 
Devotional Poems, Feſtival and Practica 
on ſome of the Chief Chriſtian Feſtival 
Faſts; Graces and Vertues, &. For the u 
of his Country Pariſhioners, eſpecially t 
Younger and Pious Perſons. By a Clerg 
Man bf the Country. | | 
Letters of Religion and Vertue to ſever 
Gentlemen and Ladies, in oppoſition tot 
Prophaneneſs and Obſcenity of thoſe new 
Publiſh'd under the Names of the late Es 


with ſome ſhort Reflections on divers Su 
jects. | 


Country laſt Summer, on ſeveral Subject 


of Tranſlated Verſe, of Painting, and Pai 
ters, of Poets, and Poetry, 

Euchariſtical Devotions, or a Form 
Prayers to be daily vied the Week before 
ceiving of the Holy Sacrament. 

An Explanation of the Church Office 
Baptiſm, in favour of the Duty incumbe 
on Godfathers and Godmothers. 


